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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. STEVENS). 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
O God of our hopes, by Your might 

the mountains are made firm and the 
roaring seas are still. You have chal-
lenged us to ask, to seek, and to knock 
in order to receive from Your bounty. 

So we ask for Your favor upon the 
Members of this body that they will do 
Your will. We seek Your wisdom in 
order to find solutions to challenges 
that require more than human inge-
nuity. And we knock on the door of 
Your sovereignty, believing that in ev-
erything that happens, You are work-
ing for our good. 

Show us how to find Your truth, even 
in the midst of error. We pray in Your 
holy Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, there will now be a 
period for the transaction of morning 
business for 1 hour, with the first half 
of the time being controlled by the ma-
jority leader or his designee and the 
second half of the time controlled by 
the Democratic leader or his designee. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
majority leader is recognized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this morn-
ing we have a period of 1 hour for 
morning business. Following that hour, 
the Senate will return to the consider-
ation of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act. We are considering that bill 
under a unanimous consent agreement 
that allows for seven additional amend-
ments. We will finish that bill today, 
and that will require votes throughout 
the course of the day. I expect that not 
all of the debate time will be used on 
each of the remaining amendments. If 
we are able to yield back some time 
today and if some of the amendments 
don’t require rollcall votes, it is pos-
sible to finish early this evening. If 
Senators begin to use all of the time 
allocated, it will turn into a much 
later session with votes. In any event, 
we will finish the bill today. 

Tomorrow we have an order to pro-
ceed to the Child Custody Protection 
Act. I am pleased that we are now able 
to proceed to that bill without any ob-
jection, and I hope we can get an agree-
ment to finish that bill in a reasonable 
period of time as well. 

In addition, this week we have some 
circuit and district court nominations 
on the Executive Calendar that will re-
quire some votes. We will consider 
those in all likelihood on Thursday. 

I thank my colleagues for their as-
sistance. We have had a very good and 
very productive week, with our debate 
on stem cell research, including sci-
entific and ethical issues, over the last 
couple of days. 

f 

VIOLENCE IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, last week, 
on the morning of July 12, Hezbollah 
launched a brazen and unprovoked at-

tack on Israeli soldiers patrolling their 
side of the border with Lebanon in 
northern Israel. Hezbollah militants 
killed seven Israeli soldiers and kid-
napped two more in the attack. These 
two soldiers remain captive, presum-
ably somewhere inside of Lebanon. 

This Hezbollah attack followed an 
earlier attack from the Hamas ter-
rorist groups on June 25. Hamas terror-
ists entered Israeli territory, attacked 
an Israeli military base, killed two sol-
diers, and kidnapped another. CPL 
Gilad Shalit has yet to be released. 

Hezbollah and Hamas are terrorists 
organizations. They receive military 
and financial support from terror-spon-
soring regimes in Damascus and 
Tehran, and they refuse to recognize 
Israel’s right to exist. In fact, they call 
for Israel’s destruction. 

In June 2000, U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan deemed Israel in full com-
pliance with Security Council Resolu-
tion 425 by completely withdrawing its 
forces from Lebanon. Yet in the past 
year alone, Hezbollah has launched at 
least four separate attacks into Israeli 
territory using rockets and ground 
forces. It has blocked implementation 
of U.N. Security Council Resolution 
1559 by refusing to disarm and disband 
its militia. 

Last summer, Israel completely evac-
uated its forces from the Gaza Strip. 
Instead of demonstrating a willingness 
and ability to govern responsibly and 
improve the lives of the Palestinians 
living there, Hamas has used Gaza as a 
base to launch rocket attacks and 
other assaults on the State of Israel, 
like the one that led to the capture of 
Corporal Shalit on June 25. 

Let us be clear: Hezbollah and 
Hamas, with the backing of Syria and 
Iran, are wholly responsible for the re-
cent outbreak of violence in the Middle 
East. 

While it is important for Israel to 
proceed carefully, we cannot deny its 
right to self-defense. Prime Minister 
Olmert’s government has a responsi-
bility to the Israeli people to defend 
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